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Special Message from the Editor –
This will be the last printed Mainsheet!
	 In the future the MainSheet will be offered 
on-line. This is a cost saving plan that will help 
the club (and you) save money! If you do not 
have a computer or e-mail, please contact Jean 
Ann Scaduto at 860-859-3408 and have it mailed 
it to you. Please take advantage of the full color 
e-mailed version for all future issues. It will be 
viewed at www.thamesyachtclub.org and you can 
print your own colorful copy.
	 I will be using member photos in future issues, 
so have Al Schober post your pictures by sending 
them to aeschober@snet.net.
Ted Paulsen, MainSheet Editor 
ted@tedpaulsen.com

Progress is being made on the Landscape Wall at the front entrance. Workers include Bevan Crigh-
ton, Bob Geary, Lou Leverone, Bob Gibbs, Jim Avery, John Bass, Ron Reinhart, Al Schober, Justin 
Codner, Rich Webber, Tom Mahford, Paul Plourd, Phil Michalowski and Jon Hiller.  Photo by Bevan 
Crighton. Thank you all for your hard work!

From the Commodore
	 Spring is officially here!  Boat covers are being removed 
and preparations are underway for the upcoming season.  
Bevan Crighton, our House Committee Chair, and his 
volunteers have been diligently working to improve our 
facilities.  The ramp from the clubhouse to the beach is 
being replaced, the outside stairway to the second deck is 
also being replaced and work is in progress to replace the 
wooden timbers in front of the main entryway with stone-
work.  It’s all shaping up very well thanks to all of the 
volunteers who are generous enough to pitch in.  Another 
project that will be undertaken this spring is the replace-
ment of the upper porch railings.  If you have time come 
down and help.
	O ur national economy is affecting our dues revenue 
and our operations.  We are roughly 12% below budget 
in our dues revenue and we are seeing expenses escalate 
beyond our projections.  The recent revaluation by the 
City of New London threatens to escalate our real estate 
taxes by as much as 40%.  We asked for a review of the 
initial assessment and as a result it was reduced 42%.  
However the net result leaves us with a 40% increase 
which we are appealing.  The Executive Committee has 
taken steps to reduce expenses and will make every ef-
fort to keep expenses within the limit of our anticipated 
income.  The major reduction in services will be doing 
without a Steward and reduced launch hours.  There will 
be no launch service beyond 1800 (6 P.M.) on Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday with the exception of holidays and 
special events such as the day before Off Soundings.  The 
complete launch schedule is posted on our web site calen-
dar.  Any effort you can make to reduce expenses will be 
greatly appreciated.
	M embers’ Day this year will take place on Saturday, 
August 15.  I am looking for a volunteer to coordinate/
manage the day’s activities.  Please contact me if you are 
willing to help.

Continues on next page
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	 Are you interested in becoming a US Sailing certified 
Club Race Officer?  Or perhaps you would just like to 
learn more about managing sailboat races.  Two Basic 
Race Management seminars are scheduled in the area 
this spring.  The first takes place at Milford Yacht Club 
Saturday, April 25th and the other takes place at Mason’s 
Island Yacht Club on Saturday, May 30th.  Additional 
information and registration forms are located on the US 
Sailing website at: http://www.ussailing.org/racemgt/
Race_Officer_Prog/seminars.asp 
	C ongratulations to Past Commodore Eric Jones on be-
ing elected Commodore of the Ensign Class Association.
	W ell done to our Force 5 sailors who participated in the 
Key Largo, Florida  Midwinter Championship March 5 
-7.  Resolving a tiebreaker for first place Bob Cullen was 
the runner up. Tom Welsh finished in 8th place and Byron 
Hicks in 9th.  With stiff breezes of over 20 knots the com-
petition was demanding and challenging.
	 Garon Camassar, Bob Geary and Mike Passero have do-
nated dinghies to the club.  With the one that Tom Doyle 
is letting us use this means 4 dinghies will be available 
for membership use.  By the middle of May the dinghies 
will be placed on the float on the north side of the pier.  
The dinghies may be used on a first come first basis and 
are not meant to be left unattended on moorings for an 
extended period.  If you are going to be away from your 
mooring for a while consider returning the dinghy to the 
float and picking one back up when you return.  
	 Walt Pratt, Commodore

From the Vice Commodore
Hello Members and friends
	 The Weather is finally showing some signs of spring 
and the anticipation of another great sailing year is 
blooming.  The St. Patrick’s Day Party was a tremen-
dous success with fantastic food and great company.  Ted 
Paulsen and His Awesome Band made for a memorable 
event. We had plenty of new faces from old members to 
new members and prospective new members.  For those 
of you that were lucky enough to make the St. Patrick’s 
Day party please spread the great reviews.
	W e have a General Membership Meeting April 1st.  It 
will be another great opportunity to gather with your 
fellow yacht club enthusiasts over a social hour and then 

participate in the government aspects of your club. I urge 
you all to come and get started on the season to enjoy our 
sport and fellow sailors.  
	W e are planning more socials this spring as the year 
begins so visit the events calendar on the website and keep 
eyes on your emails for the upcoming events.  The Wine 
Tasting event which we have been planning will now be in 
the later part of April and the Commissioning Day in May.
	A s always please contact me at 443-1451 or pwelshct@
sbcglobal.net to participate on the Party Crew. I promise 
you will enjoy yourself in the planning and logistics.
The Galley will be open again this summer with Susan 
Satti as our operator.  She will continue to serve the mem-
bership with her celebrated concession fair.  The Galley 
Menu and operating hours to be forthcoming.
	A gain I am happy those who came to the St. Paddy’s 
Party had such a great time, hope to see you all at the 
membership meeting and I look forward to organizing 
some great social events for 2009.
	 Tom Welsh, TYC Vice Commodore, 443-1451, pwelsh-
ct@sbcglobal.net 

Launch day is just around the corner! Photo by Ted Paulsen
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Rear Commodore’s Corner
	 Things are progressing well and coming together nicely 
as the sailing season approaches. An extra race has been 
added to the Summer Wednesday Night Series, it will take 
place on September 2nd.  Therefore, the Spring Series 
will consist of seven races and eight for the Summer.
	 I would like to thank Ted Paulsen for improving and 
updating the Inshore and Offshore Racing Charts. The 
existing charts were in serious need of an update to course 
symbols and marks. The new charts have been resized to 
letter size (8.5” x 11”) and are available as a PDF for easy 
printability. They should be posted on the TYC website 
before this issue of the Mainsheet is before you.
	C al Brouwer has been kind enough to offer his services 
in the updating our race forms, more specifically the NORs 
and SIs (Notice of Race and Sailing Instructions) needed 
for each race or series to comply with RRS (Racing Rules 
of Sailing) rules. I thank Ted and Cal for their efforts.
	 The Queen Merry is still in need of an on deck en-
closure.  The Queen’s roof collapsed late in the season 
last year when the aftermath of a hurricane blew up the 
river. Jeff LeMothe, Ted Paulsen and myself have taken 
point in the design and construction of the enclosure. The 
workparty that was planned for March 21st was canceled 
and has been pushed back until mid April. This will give 
us the opportunity to look into more options that may be 
available to us. If you would like to participate in this 
upcoming workparty, please contact me. At this time I can 
tell you that it will take place on a Saturday morning.
	 Our first race of the season, the Chili Bowl Series is 
only two months away on Memorial Day. Two days later 
will be the start of the Wednesday Night Spring Series. 
Look for entry forms to be posted on the website soon. 
Also, now is the time to get your 2009 PHRF Handicap 
from our Measurer.
	F or those of you who have not yet participated in TYC 
racing events, yet are considering it, now is the time to take 
the leap. It’s a very casual environment and everyone has 
a great time. I can tell you that I started racing to become 
a better sailor, after a few races, I was hooked. That said, 
you don’t need to be a salty blue water sailor (although we 
do have some) to have a really enjoyable time with a great 
bunch of folks. So, think about gathering up a few mates 
and signing up. If you are not ready to take that leap yet, 
join an existing crew. Many sailors on the course can use 

From the Measurer
	F or those boats that want to race this year, a 2009 
PHRF Handicap MUST BE OBTAINED.  The handi-
cap certificates are only good for the year in which they 
are issued and need be renewed annually.  If you plan to 
only participate in TYC sponsored events, then a TYC 
certificate is all that you need.  If you plan to participate 
in races at other clubs, then you need an ECSA certificate.  
ECSA certificates are available on line at ECSA.net.  An 
ECSA certificate is valid for all TYC events as well. 
	 The TYC PHRF handicap form for 2009 is now avail-
able for assignment of 2009 TYC Handicaps.  There is 
one enclosed in this Main Sheet.  It is also available on 
the website.
	 There are a couple of changes to the TYC form this 
year, so please read it carefully.  The most significant is 
that a credit of 3 seconds/mile will be provided for boats 
that have a Roller Furling drum mounted above deck and 
that you use this to furl your primary headsail.  This credit 
is only applied to boats sailing non-spinnaker.  So please 
indicate YES or NO in the appropriate space.
	 If you have any new sails, please have your sailmaker 
measure your sail and provide us the measurement data 
on his letter heard.  Otherwise we can make arrangements 
to measure your sail at the Club. 
	 If you have any questions or need a sail measured, 
please contact me. Good sailing, Bob Geary.

your help regardless of your experience level. If you have 
any questions regarding racing, please contact me.
Greg Reese, TYC Rear Commodore
gbreese69@comcast.net

Message from Beach Member Liaison
	R ecently I assumed the task of Beach Member Liaison 
to the TYC Executive Committee.  Thus far, I have been 
impressed with the lively and thoughtful discussions dur-
ing the monthly executive committee meetings.  A lot of 
effort is expended to insure an enjoyable club experience 
for all members.
	M y family looks forward to the summer of 2009 on the 
shores of the Thames River.  Beach members are encour-
aged to contact me concerning any continual improve-
ment ideas for our club.  See you on the beach!
Tim Reilly, tmr.nlct@ct.metrocast.net, 704-906-5858
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From the Membership Committee
	   Although it still appears to be winter, many folks are 
looking ahead to summer and have requested member-
ship to our club.  Most have come from our Web Site, but 
many have been proposed by you, thank you.  We did lose 
a few members this year, but we’re sure to make up for 
that.  At present there is a waiting list for Beach Member-
ship.
    Last year many of you saw me taking your picture and 
probably wondered what I was up to.  Well, we would 
like to have a photo album of members with their names, 
etc.  This book will be left at the club to help you put a 
name with a face, and especially to help the launch opera-
tors.   I would appreciate you providing me with a picture 
of you and your family.  Those that I have taken will be 
in the album for you to check.  I will leave a box at the 
club for you to drop your photo in or send it to me at 145 
Laurelwood Road, Groton, CT 06340. 
    Over the past year we have been working on a brochure 
for TYC.  It has been updated and ready for printing.  Our 
plan is to have them available for you, the members, to 
give to an interested party....just another way of getting 
your friends to join our TYC family.  We will keep you 
informed as to where you can get one.  We may even put 
it on the Web Site for you to hardcopy.  If you haven’t al-
ready done so, check out the web site by just typing in the 
name of the club.  There is a lot of interesting information 
there and pictures taken at the St. Patrick’s Day Party.            
Once again, Thank You for providing us great candidates 
for membership at TYC.  Keep up the good work!
 	 Jackie Fisher, TYC Membership Chair 

An Ode to Jack Vibber
	 Jack, a long time member of TYC, was active in many 
of the activities of the Club.  He enjoyed sailing, messing 
about boats, building or repairing boats, helping about the 
Club and building flagpoles.  Some of you may not have 
known Jack, but he was a delightful and cheerful person 
always willing to lend a hand.
	S ome of his handiwork contributions to TYC include 
the two flagpoles that anchor the two corners of our up-
per deck.  His carefully crafted wind vanes continue to 
indicate the fickle nature of the varied wind directions 

about the Clubhouse.  Jack created the Queen Merry 
signboard that adorns our race headquarters.  Jack was a 
regular member of the race committee every Wednesday 
evening either aboard the Queen or the Intrepid for many 
years.  Jack never let us forget the Wednesday night that 
the former Queen almost sank when one of the flotation 
pontoons became disconnected and sailed itself down-
river.  This of course enabled the RC mast to land in the 
water.  It was an interesting night to say the least!
	 Jack owned a Friendship sloop for while and was instru-
mental in getting TYC to host an annual rendezvous and 
race for the Friendship Sloops.  What a sight it was to see 
several of these delightful and graceful craft racing in our 
river.  The rendezvous continue annually at TYC, but with 
a few less participants than in past years.  We suspect that 
this is because Jack is not around to help with their pres-
ervation.  
	W ednesday evenings were not his only sojourn with 
sailing.  On Thursdays, Jack campaigned his Beetle Cat 
on the Mystic River.  I had the pleasure of crewing for 
him on several occasions and we had a great time; even 
winning a few races.
	 Jack passed away on the 9th of December.  He will be 
missed
	 A Friend

ECSA NEWS
•	 Basic Race Management Seminars: This is a very 

informative course even if you don’t plan on getting 
certified. Every racing sailor should know how the race 
committee works. Please check out the ECSA website 
at www.ECSA.net for registration forms that can be 
mailed to me.

	A pril 25-Milford Yacht Club
	M ay 30- Mason’s Island Yacht Club
•	 Rules Seminars: Dave Perry discusses the rule chang-

es. Dave is a great speaker and a rules expert- you can 
hear him on:

 	A pril 30- Milford yacht Club
	M ay 6 -  Shennecossett Yacht Club
	C heck out the ECSA website or the Mudhead website 
for details. Sail fast and knowledgeable.
Judy Gibbs - jgibbs@snet.net or 860-444-7227
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Mooring for Sale $300.00
350lb anchor, South Mooring Field off Mitchell Beach
All gear in good condition: ball, chain, pennants, etc.
Inspected this year
Email Lou at louis_t_leverone@yahoo.com

Boat For Sale
2005 AVON, model Rover 310, inflatable with 2006 - 6 HP 
Tohatsu 4-stroke outboard. Avon is 10’2’’ Rib Lite Hyp-
alon boat with non skid fiberglass deck. Weight 85 pounds!  
Padded carry bag, boat cover, motor cover, oars and infla-
tor foot pump included.  Motor like new with less than 
20 hours. Serviced but not run in 2008.  Will have Spicer 
service motor prior to delivery.  
Call for price. Bob Geary  860.446.9222. 

C  L  A  S  S  I  F  I  E  D    A  D  S

Hospice News	
The Hospice regatta committee has an exciting season 
planned for its 20th Anniversary year.
•	 May 15- Rum Tasting party at Stonington Harbor 

Yacht Club. Sample 6 different rums and kick off the 
season or just come to see the beautiful Stonington 
Harbor Yacht Club.  The party will be announced by 
email.

•	 May 22- Buy a boat for a buck - At TYC buy a boat 
for a buck (Paper boats on display with your name or 
someone you want to remember) can be purchased at 
the opening night. Money will go to Hospice

•	 July 15- The annual Wednesday night Regatta –  
PHRF and Optimist. Get your matching funds.

•	 July 18 –Mudheads Benefit Cup – Ensigns are join-
ing this event. No entry fee. $20.00 per person party 
fee. Electronic fund raising available.

	 It should be an exciting year. If you need more infor-
mation please contact Judy Gibbs - jgibbs@snet.net or 
860-444-7227

Work Projects In Progress
	O n the 14th of March, with the help of Kieth Gagne, 
John Erhard, Ross Zeldes, Ed Hemstreet, Wayne Gammo, 
Jon Hiller, Phil Michalowski, Mike Mauer, Ron Reinhart 
and David Gyure we almost finished the replacement of 
the ramp form the porch to the beach. We have one sec-

tion of railing still to be installed. See attached photo of 
some of the gang.
	W e also started work on replacing the outside stairs, the 
ones from the porch to the upper deck. I had thought that 
we would just have to replace the steps but (you would 
think I would have learned by now) as we began remov-
ing the old steps the stringers were breaking up with 
them, so off to the Lumber Yard for more stringers.
 Bevan Crighton (House Chair), Bevbarb@sbcglobal.net

Sails For Sale
Spinnaker
Spinnaker by SHORE, ¾ oz suitable for 33-36 foot boat.  
Length (SL) is 43.9’ and Girth (G) is 23.4’, includes spin-
naker turtle bag.  Condition is GOOD.  Call for price.
ENSIGN Sails
#1 Genoa by NORTH.  Sail is in excellent condition.
¾ oz Spinnaker by NORTH.  Spinnaker is in excellent 
condition.
Call for pricing.  Bob Geary  860.446.9222.

CREW WANTED – For custom 33 foot 15/16ths rigged 
sloop with asymmetrical spinnaker.  Contact Cal Brouwer 
– 860-444-7419 or CalPCTC@aol.com

Photo by Bevan Crighton



Thames Yacht Club
396 Pequot Avenue

P.O. Box 1808
New London, CT 06320

D id   Y o u  K now   ?
	A  new house rule has been accepted by the execu-
tive committee. The wording has been crafted to read 
as follows:

	 29. Members are cautioned to be mindful of the fact 
that our facilities are located in a quiet residential area.  
Unless specifically approved by the Executive Com-
mittee social events, parties, outside gatherings and 
activities shall be terminated not later than 2200 hours 
(10 P.M.).

A very slow summer day at Red bell “2” off Pine Island, photo by Ted Paulsen
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